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THE GOLDEN GOBLETS 



By CLEM COLBERT 



^TECTIVE SGT. TERRY MOORE pushed 
through the crowd stretched across the 
opening to the little street and greeted the 
patrolman standing guard. 

"Hello, Sergeant," the patrolman said 
gravely. "You got here quick. The house is two 
doors in on the right. Dcser 
kiliin' was on the top flo 
man around the whole block,'' 

Terry nodded and \ 
was a dead end, a quiet backwater on V 
hattan's upper East Side. He found No. 5 and 
went in past another : he house was 

muaty and urilurv ree 

flights of dark stairw; 
a surprise awaited him. 
Stepping through ft 
Mmsclf i 

itting on chaira against U 
wail were four middle-aged n 
tuxedoes. A glance at their facei 
that they were shocked and ft .vhat 

had juat taken vaJ CAjy 

enough to sec hat that was. 

down the loflg ,f a long 

heavy table, a figure was 

was t/ 
tat four against thl w«!1 tod Ji 
same age. 

cops in 

■ 
Hk 

bat's juj 
intwercd 

it i*d It eeemr 
down enrt 

on any < 

"Let 
*tod Terry The gpeakrr had 
•Unding at >e*x- 

*•* he was 

WHL Counting th« A*.* A m »r if V, « ( |w, iM , m *j , 



y of six members. 

A'e call ourselves the Knights of the GoM 
en I That lay-out on the Uble will tell 

e long table and ex* 
a mined x places had been 

vshioned ^ns, scrolls of 

parchment-— and gleaming goblets of gold. 

ey &ure iea," Terry said. 

"Must be worth a bit of moc- 

y re more than antique*," the man ' 
amid. "They're made of solid 

felt stunned for a moment aa he , 
stared at the mkn.i 

: hat's impossible 
I at all," the man aaxi casually. "Ovr* 
society goes back to the middle age*. The cups 
* been handed down from father 

lime has come when we area ) 

mbtrs find ouraalvaa all ageing ' 

bachelors. Until a*year ago there were eight of 

us. We made an agreement that ail the cups 

*j last | a year 

bachelors died— of natural 

-ember has 

T< 

under susp But 

at you don't seem worried— like 

-oom 

*hot wi ,,s 13 

v ■ 

■d absently, and turned In 






omng, 



he said to 
nifty what hat* 

they 



•ual. when Mr. 
k1 of faint and mid fa* 
1U me bt dktet 



want to mis* too much o' the procoodlngo •* 

ho cJimbod up to the roof for a few minutoo. 

* While he wao up the.ro, gettin' hi* hood clearod 

out, ho heord o shot, and ruehed back down 

hero. I fet the reat of the atory from theao 

others, who atayed in the room. According to 

whot they oil tell, they were atanding up, maa> 

ing some kind of a pledge, when the Ughta 

wont out Right away, thero woo this shot to 

the dark, and then the Ughta went up again. 

They aaw that the fifth member— DftJM 

Phillipo — woo toppling ovtf In another aeoood 

he wmo dead ' 

5 you eeorch 'em for weapon* 7' Terry' 
asked "Including Mr Mandev: 

"P: m of era. Holroea anawered "And 

wo ooorched every inch of the room Not a 

ng here The windowa were all cloaed '" 

'ery strange.' 1 Terry muttered to him*' 

Walking a: r the table, he bent 

over the I Any of tht t)U»> 

vMng mom bora t done K llstj *M 

had a motive, Each one i* naturally inttrtsrttd 

eing the laat member auve since 
horit a)i the gcblet* By the way. Mr Mand#- 
• — how ||| eight gobleta bt 

•'Abou! \X)." M.v -<m 

tho other end of the Uble A ^nm Mttlk 
m'a face You're nght ibcut 
UJ a ^ a motive, ' he added But fPfjVt 

WTong ou say that a .1 could 

luve done it You're forget 
four had the opportunr lhooUafJ— 

tort I did r 

Terry finished his examination of the body 
•nd otrmJg h toned up. 

*T>o you always h etmgs in old 

donortod houooi like this*" he a, 

"rhot'o right," MandeMllr n ■ t 

nil*." 

JAM who mado the arrangement, 
thiaj houoo for tonight f ' 
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To'ZJVor acuon^ooando^ao waa^^N 
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the apot 

-at aa you omy. sergeant," taohnaav 
muttorin* ** ** c*»P* *• *<*• on kl> 
ville's vinresiatir* wrist*. 

j ve just oxamined tho marka on tho W 
Tcrr y a*>d, "and they prove that x*/! 
fMn above It had to eons* ♦. 



from nbovo. 



«"■* t^ 
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roof Just how it waa done, 1 have a v**, *l 
ide a~and to nnotl-r ft*t natontn, n }J* 
to prove it"" 

VtandoviUo had at last found hit tos^aw 
coukl . > woll Are through tht ^J 

.aid. "And I don't no* any Ofxtn^ ^ * 
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